Innocuous pneumatosis intestinalis of the right colon in renal transplant recipients. Report of three cases.
Three cases of innocuous pneumatosis intestinalis (IPI) of the right colon occurred in a series of 218 renal transplant recipients over a five-year period. Each of the three transplants was in the right iliac fossa. Clinically, these patients had little or no gastrointestinal symptoms and had normal physical examinations of the abdomen. One of the patients had a generalized herpes simplex type 2 (HSV II) infection. Cystic or linear lucencies were present within the bowel wall, associated with varying degrees of localized colonic distention. The condition (IPI) did not warrant surgical intervention or reduction of immunosuppressive therapy. The pneumatosis resolved over a period of several weeks without sequelae or recurrence.